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Welcome to Accelerated Reading! 

What does that mean?  Most people assume that we’re talking about “speed reading,” 
but that’s not entirely what’s happening here.   

This class is about attention, comprehension, and retention.  As you go through the 
course, your focus (attention) will tend to improve, which leads to better 
understanding (comprehension), which allows you to really remember the things you 
read (retention).   

Imagine that—actually learning what’s on the page! 

How does that happen?  Through ReadMate technology, strategies we learn about and 
use in class, and maybe a little optometry.  First, here’s the quick on the tech: 
 
ReadMate 
Developed by an innovative dyslexic who wanted to improve 
his own reading ability, ReadMate is a technology that allows 
students to increase their reading rate to the point that it keeps 
pace with their thoughts, and beyond.  Using white noise to 
guide the left index finger (more on that in class), ReadMate 
brings three senses into the reading process (sight, hearing, 
and touch) rather than just the one (sight).  And the more 
senses used, the more focused you are.  It’s really pretty cool–
when you get a minute, take a look at this short video 
demonstrating what it can do: ReadMate (or YouTube: ReadMate Commercial) 
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So yes, you’re going to learn how to read faster, but it’s faster with a direction.  When 
it comes to reading rate and comprehension, EVERYONE can improve.  Improved 
reading allows you to read your academic and workplace assignments quickly and with 
higher comprehension of  the time you can save! You will learn advanced reading 
strategies using ReadMate, a unique reading improvement system. Reading is 
important. Reading and writing are intertwined. When you read what good writers 
have written, you not only learn about their thoughts and ideas, but also how they use 
words and sentences. Learning to read faster and with significantly higher 
comprehension levels is possible and will happen if  you are willing to do what good 
and excellent readers do. 

So what do excellent readers do? Excellent readers read—every day—for at least 30 
minutes—for pleasure, entertainment, and to be better informed, in addition to the 
reading and studying they are required to do for their classes and professions.  We’ll 
get to do a lot of  that reading in class, but we’re hoping it’ll trickle over into your out-
of-school time, too. 

Grading 
It really isn’t hard to earn a good grade in this class–if  you show up regularly and on 
time, do what’s asked of  you daily (which, again, is not difficult), you’ve got it.  This 
class is so dependent on focus, on being able to attend (that is, to pay attention), that 
it’s in everybody’s best interest to stay on task.  You’ll have plenty of  opportunities to 
interact with each other, too, but when it’s time to get stuff  done, we need to get it 
done.  That said, you’ll earn daily points for doing just that–getting stuff  done, as well 
as for allowing others to get their stuff  done by not distracting them.  

You are also allowed and very encouraged to redo any work that you maybe didn’t do 
as well on as you would have liked.  Recognizing and repairing is a very good thing.  

Policies 
First off–gadgets.  This may be the biggest issue teachers deal with nowadays, so 
here’s the official Lone Peak Cell Phone Policy: 

Students should not have their cell phones or electronic devices out 
during class UNLESS teachers have directed them to do so. If  a student 
is in violation of  our school policy, a teacher should take their phone 
and turn it into the main office. On a first offense, an administrator will 
speak to the student at the end of  the day and remind them of  the rule. 
On a second offense, a parent is called. On the third offense, the parent 
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needs to come in and meet with the student and administrator before 
the phone is returned. 

That “UNLESS” part is important, because if  you’ve got them we’ll use phones in 
class.  If  you’ve got a smart phone, you’ll be using an app designed specifically for this 
program–it’s pretty cool.  But, if  you don’t have one, no worries, you don’t need a 
phone to be in this class (and kudos to you on being a little less “plugged in.” :) 
 
Classroom Management 
It’s usually not a problem, but every now and then it comes up.  Here’s how it’ll work 
this year:  We’ll be giving you a social contract to look over and sign–it lays out our 
expectations for this class, both yours and ours. 
 

On day one we’ll go over our expectations for how you treat each other and us.  Just 
come with the understanding that mutual respect and admiration is going to be our 
motto. 

Required Work and Homework 

We’ve got 82 minute periods, so again, we’re going to try and get as much done 
in class as we can.  We’re not big believers in assigning homework just to assign 
homework.  But remember, to become an excellent reader you’ve got to read.  
So plan on it!  You’re going to be expected to read a pretty fair amount (a lot) 
in this course, and whenever there’s homework we expect it to be ready at the 
beginning of  the class period it’s due (no desperate scribbling under your desk 
10 minutes after the bell.) 

Also, you’ll need to bring in a composition notebook that is only for this class.  
If  that’s a problem, please let us know. 

Late Work  
We want to see your work–period.  So if  you miss an assignment we’ll give you 
a week to make it up with no penalty if  your absence is excused.  If  it’s not 
excused you still have a week, but it’s only worth 50%.  But remember, any 
points are better than no points, so get it done. 

Advisory Time 
This year we’re continuing with Advisory Time in our schedule.  Every day we’ll 
have 10 minutes at the end of class for students to ask questions about their grades, 
and get a jump on getting caught up on anything that they may need to work on or 
even redo.
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Accelerated Reading 
Disclosure Document 

Signature page 
Due: August 30th, 2017  

Student: _________________________________________ 
Teachers: Mrs. Wahlin, Mr. Carpenter 
Class Period: A3 

We have read and understood the above policies for Popular Literature, or if  we 
didn’t understand we’ll be talking to Mrs. Wahlin/Mr. Carpenter about the foggy 
parts. 

________________________________ _________________ 
Student Signature Date 

________________________________    _________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 

Parents/Guardians, please fill out the following (this is strictly optional, but makes it much 
easier for us to contact you if  the need arises): 

Parent/Guardian Names: _____________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Email Address: ______________________________________________ 

Contact Number: _________________________________________________________ 

Best time to contact you: ____________________________________________________ 
           

Please feel free to include any comments, suggestions, or questions you may have:
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